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Survey Response Summary

| %+ 986 Total Respondents

273 Companies
713 Residents

»» Company Respondent Summary:

29.6% Services
19.1% Government
12% Construction
11.6% Other

10.1% Retall

15.4% Manufacturing
Agrlculture
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' Su@y Response by C6unty
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Ashe County Survey Response

Total Respondents- 168
Residents- 98
Companies- 70
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Resident’s Thoughts

“Please know that one industry that IS WORKING WELL
In the region is tourism.”

“We all need to work together as a TEAM and get more
people involved throughout the county.”

“I think Northwest North Carolina is a wonderful place to

live, work, and raise a family. We need to realize our own
strengths, and find ways to create some excitement for
growth. | think that we need to realize that even though
we have lost a tremendous number of jobs because of
Industry leaving our area, we can replace many of those
jobs...one, two, three, or ten at a time.... by encouraging
Independent businesses and helping them to get started
and stay |n busmess
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Resident’s Thoughts

* “Northwest NC, in my opinion, is one of the most
beautiful places in the country.”

* “Northwest North Carolina is diversified and offers
many amenities to all of its citizens.”

| » “Overall Northwest NC Is an excellent place to live,
| even for young people. Not everyone wants to live
In a bustling metropolis - our area Is a great
alternative and would be even better if there were

more job opportunities.”
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~ Ashe Corporate Findings

of Iortance

K Famlly Environment
| » Good healthcare
| * K-12 Education
1« Low crime
o Strong economlc growth
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nghway connect|V|ty
e Strong economic growth
#4 * R&D resources
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~ Ashe Individual Findings

Top Areas of Importance F58

'+ Good healthcare
° LOW Crime
¥ « K-12 education
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Ashe County at a Glance

Population, 2002 24,809
Net New Population, 90-00 2,175
% Change, 90-00 9.8%

:]/?gc:e?dults with a Bachelor's Degree or 890

. : :

|\//(|J ;r:uFf’Er;(\:/gtrei,\HZector Workforce in 41.0%

Median Household Income $28,824

Median Home Value $91,600

Private Sector Jobs® 7,004

Total Private Sector Payroll $151 mil

Avg. Private Sector Salary $21,612

Avg. Manufacturing Salary $23,746

Avg. Professional Industry Salary $26,123

Sources: 2000 Census (Demographics), 2001 County Business
Patterns (Jobs/Salaries), Employment Security Commision of NC
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Population Growth, 1980-2002
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t kon %

Population, % Growth
2000  1990-2000

Ashe County 24,384 9.8% ¢
Jefferson 1422
West Jefferson

35' ﬂh n yelnu Economi

e -Ea B AONTIM G dmspnpimien|



Components of Population Change

Births

500 1 - = = = Deaths

400 - Net Migration
300 -
200 -
100 -

O I T 111 171171 191 Ee
-100 -
-200 -
-300 -
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Racial Composition, 2000

(1990 values in
parentheses)

White Black
96% 1% (0.5%)

(98.5%) \_ Hispanic

2% (0.6%)
Other
1%
(0.4%)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

= 4 - . = § = ; = E
:"’ A@Elﬂ“ECﬂﬁﬂMiCE i £ s . b R o g . L q o - Looking foward M fuhwe
uﬂ:" fachnology-taesd aconomic desslopmeni L, i o L 6 ! il i i = T . Morthwest Marth Carcliva CEDS



- 8% 1990

B 2000
0 ——— 28%

N
U
N
~

P 27%

%)
o
>
o
S

o
@
(o))

<

52 oo 1%

0-14  —16%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% |

&,Anjgelnchanamics -

chnology-tasad aoonomic dessiopment




=

_ TR

Educational Attainment Comparison, 1990 vs. 2000
Adults 25 years or older

25% - 0
21.0% Ashe 1990 mAshe 2000 mU.S. 2000
0f - 0
20% 17.2% 15.5%
15% 1 11.8%
8.9%
10% - 0
a0 80% O 5.1%
0% -
Some College Assoc Degree 4-year College Degree or Graduate or Professior
higher Degree

Source: U.S. Census Bureau; AngelouEconomics
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Lifetime Household Income in the United States
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Working Lifetime (40 Years) Consumer

Expenditures by Educational Attainment (in 2000 Dollars)
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Working Lifetime (40 Years) Total State and Local Taxes for
Households by Educational Attainment of Householder

State and Local Taxes

$300,000 $283,160

$250,000

$200,000

B $145,160
$150,000

$106,400

$100,000

$50,000

$0
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Charts and Data

Commuting Patterns, 1990 vs. 2000

People 1990 2000
Working in Ashe 8,863 9,423

Live & work in Ashe 8,257 8,288
Live elsewhere & work in Ashe 606 1,135
% workforce commuting in % 12%

Live in Ashe & work elsewhere 1,917 2,794
19% 25%

% resident workers commuting out
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Wage & Salary Employment, 1990 - 2001
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Source: Employment Securlty Commission of NC

7]g.a-l.|:|.uE.;:.;:pr'n:;.r'r“.;:sr, | } oy & . ¥ J 4 ] Looking faward e futwe
rgy-basad soonomic dessopment ' i ;- g ’ i g 5 ' g N e - Morthwest Marth Carcliva CEDS



Unemployment Rate, 1990-2002
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Per Capita Income, 1980 - 2000

- 35%
- 30%
- 25%
- 20%
- 15%
- 10%
- 5%

0%

- -5%

- -10%

UIMOIS) [enuuy [eay

- -15%




werage Wage By Industry, 2000

$40,000 - $30,686
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Industries  Farming facturing Public Ut Trade Trade Ins/Real Est

Source: Employment Security Commission of North Carolina
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Industry Shift, 1970 - 2000
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Charts and Data

Employment by
o 4,000 -
2018 1990 m2000
3,000 ’ 2,506
1,988
2,000 - 1,593 1847 1239
1,000 - 201 749
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facturing Government &
Trade Ins / Real Est

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis; AngelouEconomics

Industry Share of Employment, 2000
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Farm Incomes, 1970 - 2001
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Farm Income by Commodity, 2000
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Charts and Dat

Revenue from Tourism, 1991 - 2001
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The Blue Ridge Parkway had an estimated 23.481 million vistors in 2002. Of all sections
of the Parkway, the miles through North Carolina saw the largest increase over 2001.
According to the the National Park Service, the average visitor spends $149/day.
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Manufacturing Employment, 1990- 2000
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Tax Revenue by Source, 2002

Other
6%

Property
Taxes
48%

Sales Tax
18%

Intergove ales &
nmental Services
%

Source: NC Dept of State Treasurer
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Revenue from Property Tax, 1997 - 2002
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Tax Revenue, 1997 - 2002
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Retail Sales, 1997 - 2002
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Brainstorming

» What types of Industries would you like have
In Ashe county?
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